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SUBJECT:  Soldiers & Sailors Civil Relief Act (SSCRA)

1.  Purpose.  To explain how demobilization affects the right afforded to Reserve Component soldiers under the SSCRA.

2.  Facts.

    a.  Prior to mobilization, you may have taken advantage of protections provided by the SSCRA.  The benefits of the statute typically cease upon your release from active duty.

    b.  6% Interest Rate.  If you sought a reduction of interest rates on pre-active duty credit accounts, you should notify those creditors of your release immediately.  Your rates will return to their previous level.  If you delay, your creditors will eventually ask for proof of continued service.  When they discover that you have demobilized, you will likely be required to pay back-interest, from the date of your release.  You should not, however, be asked to “make up the difference” in interest rates for the time you were deployed – under the law, that amount is forgiven.

     c.  Civil Legal Proceedings.

        (1)  Under the SSCRA, most legal matters were stayed (postponed) during your mobilization.  With your return, however, the “time out” expires.  If you have a case pending – whether it is a lawsuit to which you are a party (examples: divorce/child custody, personal injury case arising from an accident) or a prosecution against you (even traffic charges) -- you should immediately notify your attorney of your return.  If you are not represented, contact the Office of the Clerk of the Court where your case is pending, and advise them of your situation.

        (2)  If someone obtained a default judgment against you during your mobilization, you may be able to have the judgment vacated, or set aside.  If you are presented with a judgment or a demand for payment, seek legal advice immediately, to determine whether the debt is valid, and if you have an opportunity to object.

3.  This guidance is intended to provide general information.  If you have questions regarding your legal status, or need advice, contact the Garrison Legal Assistance Office at 404-464-2626. 

