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SUBJECT:  Processing for Separation Soldiers Identified as Illegal Drug Abusers

1. Purpose.  To explain that commanders must initiate administrative separation action of any soldier who identified as abusing illegal drugs.

2. Discussion.  

a.  Under paragraphs 1-35, 12-11, 12-17, and 13-9 of AR 600-85, Army Substance Abuse Program (ASAP), 1 October 2001, commanders must process for separation up to the separation authority all cases involving soldiers identified as drug abusers.  

b.  However, under paragraph 14-12c of AR 635-200, Enlisted Personnel Separations, 1 November 2000, and paragraph 12-1d of AR 135-178, Enlisted Administrative Separations, 3 December 2001, commanders have the discretion to determine whether or not to process for separation first-time drug offenders in a grade below sergeant who have less than 3 years of military service.  

c.  The Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-1 (ODCS, G-1), has determined that AR 600-85 more accurately reflects ODCS, G-1, policy.  Furthermore, ALARACT Message, DAPE-MPE, subject:  Clarification of Enlisted Separation Policy for Misconduct—Abuse of Illegal Drugs, 161152Z Sep 02, provides that AR 600-85 reflects the Army’s current policy for administrative separation of soldiers identified as drug abusers.

d.  Under AR 600-85, paragraphs 1-35, 12-11, 12-17, and 13-9, all soldiers who are identified as illegal drug abusers must be processed for administrative separation to the separation authority.  Although separation processing is mandatory, the separation authority may still exercise his or her discretion to retain or discharge the soldier.  AR 635-200 and AR 135-178 will be amended to be consistent with AR 600-85.

Point of Contact.  For additional information, contact the Chief of Military Justice at 404-464-2680.

