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                 Fort McPherson Facility History
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  The original hospital for the US Army in Atlanta was built at McPherson barracks approximately 2.5 miles from the present site of the Lawrence Joel Army Health and Dental Clinic on Fort McPherson.  The hospital, built in [image: image2.jpg]


1867, consisted of a two story main building with two wings for wards and contained 48-beds. The US Army Command remained at McPherson Barracks until deactivation in 1881.  In 1888 the hospital was constructed at a cost of $1,200.00.  This hospital was designed as a 922-bed General Hospital during the Spanish American War.  It operated as such from May 1898 to June 1899.

In December 1917 the Base Hospital at Fort McPherson became
 General Hospital Number 6. At its peak, General Hospital Number
 6 had a 2,400-bed capacity and most of its patients were sick and 
wounded returning from overseas.


General Hospital Number 6 reverted to its former status as a post
 hospital in December 1919.  In the following years as other Army
 hospitals were constructed, the need for hospital beds at Fort McPherson declined.  On 1 July 1969,
 the Medical Department Activity (MEDDAC) organizational structure was implemented.  As a result
 the Dental Clinic at Fort McPherson, the Dental Clinic at Fort Gillem, the Post Veterinary Activity
, and the US Army Dispensary, Fort Gillem joined the hospital in performing the MEDDAC mission. 
 On 1 October 1977, the US Army Hospital at Fort McPherson was inactivated, and in its place, an
 expanded US Army Health Clinic was established on post.

Ground breaking for the current Medical and Dental Clinic took place on 3 April 1995.  On 7 January 
1998, a 74,451 square foot facility was dedicated and named the Lawrence Joel Army Health and Dental
 Clinic in honor of Specialist Six Lawrence Joel, an Army Medic and a Medal of Honor recipient.
The Lawrence Joel Army Health and Dental Clinic placed the medical and dental treatment facilities
 under one roof. 

The current mission of the Lawrence Joel Army Health Clinic is to maintain military readiness while
 providing high quality, cost-effective medical care, in a compassionate and courteous manner to our beneficiaries.
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